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{A Checklist on the Distribution of the Birds in Xinjiang)
By Ming Ma

The vast expanses of central Asia, spanning from the Caspian Sea, through the former republics of the
southern Soviet Union and northern China to Mongolia, have been little explored by ornithologists.
The region consists mainly of deserts and high mountain ranges, but there are many lakes and rivers
that provide suitable habitat for birds. To what extend these are actually used by birds for breeding or
staging is unknown .

Xinjiang is the westernmost region of China. It borders Mongolia, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kirghizstan,
Tadzhikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Kashmir and Tibet. With an area of over 1.6 million square km, it
is the largest province in China. Most of this area consists of deserts (Taklimakan Deserts and Gurban
Tunggut Deserts) and mountains (Altay Mountains, Tianshan Mountains and Kunlun Mountains).
Several large rivers cut through these, namely the Tarim, Ili, Irtys and Ulungur Rivers. Only one of
these, the Irtys, runs to sea. The others feed lakes, many of which, such as Ebinur and Lop Nur, are
now dry or saline due to irrigation. The two largest lakes, Bosten and Ulungur Lakes, are still fresh.

A total of 453 bird species ( + 143 subspecies, about 34% of Chinese birds ), belongs to 21 orders,
65 families and 196 genera, have been recorded in Xinjiang , for about half of which there is very
little information. This checklist summaries recent observations of birds in the province, including
the Chinese name, science name, English name, subspecies name, the counties distributional data,
ecology, nests, elevation, and food of birds. For doubtful or questions about the 90 species of birds
are listed and described in the appendix. All the literature related to the Xinjiang avifauna has been
checked in the appendix. Some sources and distribution points are from Scully (1876), Ludlow

and Kinnear (1933-1934), Tso-hsin Cheng (1976, 1987, 2000), Yan-wen Qianetal. (1965)



Zhou et al. (1990; 2009), Yuan etal. (1991), Zhao (1995, 2001) , MacKinnon et al. (2000,
MaMing (1995; 2001) and Zheng (2005). Finally, the inspections of the 576 references are
attached to the book.
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